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DIALOGUE ON SECTARIANISM. 
(Continued from page 56.) 


Dr.—The plan of salvation is so constructed by its all-wise au thor 
that all the glory redounds to himself, he does not allow any creature 
merit. But if men could believe when they pleased, they would de- 
serve praise, their salvation would not be of grace, it would be of works 
I love that system which brings the sinner low, which makes him poor, 
helpless, and undone forever, in order that the grace of God may be seen 
in his redemption. 

Dis.—Your first proposition I believe with all my heart. The ques- 
tion is now, whose views are opposed to its principles? Our views can- 
not be opposed to it, if we are consistent with our profession ; for the 
whole plan of salvation is revealed in the New Testament, and we be- 
lieve all it reports, and desire to practice all it enjoins—and as far as the 
mere abstract power is concerned, man is incapable of it. If the gospel 
were not true, we could not believe it, but God has made it credible, by 
the miracles and signs he wrought to confirm it. The power lies then 
in the evidence, and thisis not in man. Men never ean believe unti! 
they look at the evidence. The gospel is tle power of God to salva- 
tion, to every onethat believeth. As soon as men believe the gospel and 
fall practically under its influence, it is the power of God. Paul op- 
poses faith to works, when he says, “‘but to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for right- 
eousness; and again, “therefore it is of faith that it might be by 
grace, to the end, the promise might be sure to all the seed.’ Accord- 
ing to this, all is of God, all the sinner has to do is to hear, believe, 
repent and obey ;—no tears, no cries, no groans, can make God more merei- 


Dr.—We are very far from insinuating that the gospel is not true—far be 
it from me, but we nevertheless think, that the belief of the gospel facts is 
not the faith which saves the soul ; the one is an historical faith, while the 
faith that saves is a divine grace wrought in the heart by the 
Holy Spirit, and that this comes not by human agency, it is the gift of 

od. 


Dis.—It would be well for the world if all men would understand the 
force and meaning of the words they use, especially in reference to reli- 
gion. Now sir, what do you mean by calling faith a divine grace? I do 
not want you to tell me this is the way the creed explains it, or Buck, 
or Brown, or Calmet, or Gurney, or any of the authors of theological 
dictionaries, but in reference to the Bible, what do you mean 
by saying this divine grace is wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit? 

Dr. —By saying that faith is a divine grace, we mean that it is not 
arrived at by any natural process, but that it is wrought in the heart by 
the Holy Spirit as the efficient agent. In a state of nature, man is dee 
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titate or cnat gracious principle which alone can enable him to enjoy 
“the love of the truth, that he may be saved.” 

Dis.—A little reflection might teach you, that you are not indebted 
tothe New Testament for those views. You do not look at the book 
as containing a regular system of revealed truth. You jumble it all to- 
gether, and endeavor to make a system out of it. For instance, you 
have no distinct idea of the work of Christ ; of the work of the Holy 
Spirit, or of the work of the Holy Apostles. You confound the work of 
the Spirit with the work of Christ, and the work of the Apostles with 
both. You make the death of Christ as only an effect in a sinner’s 
conversion, not the cause, orat least only second in consideration; for 
you say the Holy Spirit is the efficient agent in implanting an inward, 
divine principle, which prepares the natural man for believing in Jesus, 
tothe saving of the soul. Now, the heavenly order is inverted by this 
view of things. Jesus Christ is the Mediator between God and man ; 
and itis his sacrifice alone, his death, his blood, which can purify the 
conscience from dead works, to serve the living God. But you have 
the sinner all prepared, and a divine principle implanted within him, be- 
fore the blood of Christ is applied, because the blood of Christ is only 
applied by faith. This is what speculation has.done. 

Dr.—We hold to the work of Christ as all-sufficient, and his blood as 
being effectual for the purification of the soul of man, but we believe 
man to be carnal, wicked, and totally depraved; an enemy to God, and 
until this enmity is removed by the Holy Spirit, such is his obstinacy 
and perverseness, that he will continue his rebellion. The old man must 
be crucified. 

Dis.—You think the gospel is suited to saints, not to sinners. This 
isa just conclusion from your reasoning. So that at least God has 
mistaken, either the character of man, or of his gospel. When Jesus 
commissioned his Apostles, ‘‘he told them to preach the Gospel to every 
creature, he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that be- 
lieveth not shall be condemned.”? Now, relative to the same people, 
he had said, when he promised the Holy Spirit to the disciples, “whom 
the world cannot receive,” that is, as long as a'l people continue op- 
posed to me, they cannot receive the comforter, the Holy Spirit. But, 
“he shall convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment, of 
tiu, because they believe not on me,” &c. It is here stated first by the 
Saviour, that the comforter shall come to his disciples, but the worl 
cannot receive him; he has, however, something to do with the world, 
and that is, to convince them of sin. Will he who convinces of sin be 
considered a comforter? Not unless he brings the news of pardon, 
but the Holy Spirit did not dothis; the Apostles carried the message of 
salvation to the nations; the Holy Spirit enabled them to do it in for- 
sign languages. On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit convinced 

the three thousand of sin, for crucifying the Lord of life and glory, not 
by entering within them ; not by giving them the divine principle of 
which you speak, but by surrounding them with wonderful proofs of 
the power of God. Peter told the reason why all this took place, and 
being pricked in their hearts, they cried ‘“‘men and brethren what shall 
we do.” 1 want your attention here, for although they are pricked to 
the heart, they have not the Holy Spirit. This is proved by Peter's an- 
_ Ser, “repent and be baptized every one of you, in tho name of Jesus 
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Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Hoi, 
Spirit.” Again, truth is always consistent with itself. Peter again. 
when addressing the Senate of the Jews, says, ‘we are his witnesses ,; 
these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God gives to all them thy: 
obey him. Thusthe Holy Spirit is a witness for Jesus, as Jesus saig 
‘the shall take of mine and show them unto you.” Philip preached j;, 
Samaria, and ‘‘when they believed Philip, preaching the things concerp. 
ing the kingdom of God, andthe name of Jesus Christ, they were bap- 
tized both men and and women.” When the Apostles at Jerusaley, 
had heard the good news, they sent Peter and John, who prayed fy, 
them, and conferred the Holy Spirit, “for as yet, he was fallen upor 
none of them; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesy; 
Paul asked the twelve disciples he met at Ephesus, if they had receiyec 
the Holy Spirit since they believed, by which question we learn, that jy, 
did not expect they had received it before. 

Dr.—Ilt is almost impossible to fathom the human mind. Form, 
part, 1 am almost astounded at the things you say; if what you say ;: 
correct, the world is turned upside down. All the views I ever had of 
religion are entirely set aside by this new system. How comes it 
pass, that all mankind have not discovered these things? Our celebrate: 
commentators have mistaken the meaning entirely of the scriptures, \/ 
this system of yours is right. What have they been doing? 

Dis.—Do not call ours a new system, for any article of faith tha: 
is not as old as the Apostles, is too new for us. Antiquity has no charm 
with us, unless it is to illustrate a truth found in the New Testamen: 
We never dare adopt antiquity as a teacher, she teaches so many fanias. 
tical lessons. The reformation by Luther is now referred to, as almos: 
a sure guarantee of the soundness of the sentiment ; but that era is to 
modern by fifteen hundred years for us. All your Sectarian systen: 
are new, and therefore to be rejected. And as to your commentators, 
it would be sufficient for us to refer to the fact, that they do not agree 
among themselves at all, and no wonder they do not agree with u: 
But there is an astonishing fact in reference to these commentators whic! 
I will now point out to you. You know that Dr. Gill was a Calvinist 
Baptist, he wrote a commentary in nine folios; Matthew Henry was an 
independent, a moderate Calvinist, he wrote one in five folios ; Thomas 
Scott was a Calvinistical Episcopalian, he wrote one in six quartos 
And Adam Clarke was an Arminian Methodist, he wrote one in five 
quartos. .fnd every one of these commentators found his own creed in the 
Bible, although both in faith and practice quite opposed to each other. Dr 
Gill found Election in both Testaments; Dr. Clarke could find iti 
neither; Scott found an Episcopal form of Church Government; whi 
Gill and Henry could find neither Presbyterian nor Episcopalian, bu' 
Congregational or Independent. So that you see there is either a mit 
take among men, or a very great want of intelligibility in the book 
certainly the book cannot with equal force teach the sentiments of ther 
all, and if you say any one of them was right, or any one wrong 
you give me the liberty of saying, that in the general they are »: 


wrong. 





SCENES IN REAL LIFE. 
NUMBER II. 
We catch the manners living as they rise. 


Mr. Apvocate—Having inserted my last, I feel encouraged to " 
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new my correspondence on the subject of the exhibitions of orthodox 
baffooneries, with which the City of Richmond has been so recently vis- 
ited. You will recollect, that in my last, I was very tender of my repu- 
tation for charity. Disabuse your mind, however, of that idea; [ have 
since sold it to the highest bidder, andam resolved no more to be char- 
itable at the risk ofsacrificing, on the altar of popular incense, justice to 
God, and the good truth of his beloved Son. 

Well, then, Mr. Advocate, I paida nocturnal visit to the Third Bap- 
tist-Meeting House, for the purpose of observing with my own eyes, the uy 
way in which the rulers of the people cause them to err. Jt was on the 
9th June. The house was crowded chiefly with females, which, as far 
as I have been able to judge, is characteristic of all sectarian congrega- 
tions. The men of sober minds have retreated with disgust from the 
antichristian, absurd, and contradictory exhibitions of salvation, with 
which both their ears and eyes are ordinarily saluted. Men of intelli- 
gence, in the scriptures, see in these writingsa magnificent display of 
the wisdom, mercy and grace of God towards fallen men, in the reli- 
gion therein detailed and applied; which, contrasted with the hell fire 
and damnation proclamations,—the anxious seats and mourning benches 
—and the long and vain repetitions, called prayers by those, who act as 
if they would be heard for their much speaking—these heathenish prac- 
tices contrasted, I say, with the simple application of prophetic and 
apostolictestimony by the truly sent preachers of Messiah’s message, 
convince men of understanding that the “‘ministrations” of the sects and 
their ‘ministering brethren”? have, indeed, converted the word of God 
into a ‘‘dead’’—a lifeless corpse. They have therefore, for the most 
part, retreated to their closets, leaving the “‘sanctuary,” “the church,” 
or “the house of God,” asthe bricks and mortar are ignorantly called, 
to the ladies and the priests, both young and old. i 

Such, then, was the fact on this night. The ‘“‘sacred desk” contained 
Messrs. F., W. F. B., C., and W—Ich, all reverend divines of various 
calibre and standing for orthodoxy ; the Jast, we suspect, is somewhat 
ofa Nicodemus, and very warm in the cause of sectarian excitement. 
He sat, snugly seated in a corner of the rostrum, contemplating with a 
philosophic ear the discordant tumult beneath his feet. The lack ex- 
pression of his countenance indicated a want of interest in the scene, 
which a little incident that came to my ears, confirms; and shows him 
to be more of a Nicodemus thana Caiaphas. The Rev. W. F. B—— 
— the proceedings by reading a hymn, which contained this coup- 
et: 
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All that I am and all that I have 
Shall be for ever thine ; 






and, 





I love my God with zeal su great, 

That I would give him all ;— 
insinging which, bothsaints and sinners joined, as the merriment or 
sadness of their feelings prompted them. How many of the saints, 
letalone the sinners, have or will verify this in practice? Will the ‘4 
give up all and come to God by obeying the gospel of his Son? Will " 
they give up their wealth, their friends, the world, their all, and “‘be 
baptized in the name of Jesus, for the remission of sins?’ Will the 
preachers even confess and teach this, say nothing’ of their saints’—But 
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such is the practical hypocrisy of thisage, that menand women now draw 
- unto God with their lips, while their hearts and lives are far from 
im. 

Rev. W. F. B. then prayed, and thanked God that he had found q 
ransom for sinners, and besought him to take away the wnbelief o/ the dis. 
ciples. Having pronounced the Amer, he led off the singing in what | 
would call ‘‘fine style,’ were I to speak in the language of the sects, |, 
was certainly very fairly done fora preacher. The sentiment of the ver. 
sicles shows that though a divine teacher of the way to heaven to others, 
he was not yet able to read his own title clear to mansions in the skies, 
When he could, he said he would dismiss his fears or doubts about jt. 
and then wipe his weeping eyes; which save and except the perspiration 
about them were perfectly dry. 

The melody having diedaway in peacefulness, he read to the 17 y. of 
the 3d c. of John inclusive. This wasthe text. Whatis very unusual 
for a popular divine, he read the whole context, skipping however the 
4th verse, his mind being more delicately constituted than the beloved 
apostle John’s. What an immodest man old Nicodemus must have been, 
and how singular that the Great Teacher should have countenanced 
such an expression. Had the Rev. W. F. B—-— been present, he 
would certainly have blushed at the indelicate allusion!—But to the 
pure all things are pure. We were upon the whole much pleased wit) 
the exhortation founded on the text. ‘There is something about the speak- 
er far transcending the ‘‘ministering brethren” whosurround him. He 
is either more acquainted with the Book, or has certainly studied Bro- 
ther Campbell’s writingsa good deal. It is of little matter from whence 
a man derives a knowledge of the truth, provided he obtains it; 
whether, therefore, his views and practices have been corrected by the 
word of God, or otherwise, Iam glad tosee him rise a little above the 
ministerial mobility of his sect. e announced a very curious proposi- 
tion, which neutralizes a great deal he had said before. He observea 
that God would gather al] out of all churches who have believed and 
obeyed the gospel. I should like to know what the Rev. W. F. B— 
calls obeying the gospel. Perhaps, like the Rev. I. T. H——, “every 
man’s view of the gospel is the gospel,’ and therefore every man’s 
view of the obedience the gospel requires is obeying the gospel! Ifo, 
there are many gospels, and as many ways of obeying it, as there are 
“‘churches”’ or individuals; hence in christendom alone, there are about 
300 ecelesiastical, and 200,000,000 individual gospels. What a dilem- 
ma W.F. B.’s proposition has entailedupon us! Is not this Immola- 
ting the truth of God at theshrine of a spurious charity? Is not this 
calculated to lethargize the people? Let W. F. B—— search and see. 

The Rev. —— F., brother toa very worthy and excellent disciple at Fre- 
dericksburg, presented himself. He told usa story of some priests in Spain, 
who could not agree among themselves about the state of a certain sick 
man who had died. One party affirmed he was in heaven— 
the other, that he was in hell. The pope settled the matter by 
demonstrating, to their satisfaction at least, that he was half in 
heaven and half inhell. Take care sinners that this is not your 
case; was the moral he addressed to hishearers. His great motives to 
“‘get religion’? urged upon the people, were the terrors of hel!.— 
Groans, sighs, sobs, and murmurs, from blacks and whites, hinted the 
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rising of the murcury of popular excitement. This increased, and, like a 
pulse, beat in unison with the infernal phraseology of the speaker. The 
phenomena of this excitement, reminded me of the action of a piston on 
a tube of water ; as you press at one end, the water gives at the other. So, 
when the Rev. Divine spoke of ‘‘damned spirits’-—‘‘souls waking in 
hell” —“‘damnation,”' accompanied with hand-clapping, book-thumping, 
and body shaking, | perceived a marked and corresponding horror, ex- 
pressed at each horrible denunciation of the speaker. When he calmed, 
the people calmed ; and when he raved they became excited; and 
thus was verified the saying of the prophet, “‘Like priest like people.” 
After harrowing them up, by threatening them with hell-fire ifthey did not 
repent and give themselves to God, he told them they could do nothing 
put fall upon their knees, that ‘‘God’s ministers’ might pray for them at 
a throne of grace. 

A certain divine then offered up his intercessions between the thir- 
teen delicate females on the anxious bench, and Jesus, whom he pre- 
sumed to call his master.. He said that God did not reward us accord- 
ing to our works. ‘‘Smile,’’ said he, ‘‘on those who have bowed in thy 
presence.” ‘‘Iftheirsympathies only are excited, may they be truly 
awakened. Pour out thy quickening Spirit upon these unconverted 
souls before thee.’? We witnessed no answer to this prayer; ! presume, 
therefore, that the petitioner had not much credit in heaven above. 1 
judge merely by the fruits. 

The Rev. W. F. B. , again. This gentleman appears to be the 
moderator of these tumultuous and discordant exhibitions We know 
not to what a pitch of the extravaganza they might have gone, but for 
him. His actions show, that he discerns the fallacy and freakishness of 
these scenes; and, on this occasion, he felt the difficulty of the case. 
He entered ona brief apology for the singular fact, that the thirteen 
persons before him were all females; and, as far as I could judge, the 
oldest not exceeding eighteen years. ‘They were brought up for conver- 
sational purposes. He was glad to see them there. Some, he knew, 
doubted the reality of their anxiety, and attributed it all to sympathy 
and female sensibility. We thought the reverend gentleman had hit the 
nail upon the head. But he did not think so. He then addressed him- 
self to the few ‘‘ strong men’’ dispersed among this large congregation of 
women ; and, affirmed, that they would not lower the dignity of their sex 
and nature by placing themselves at their side. 

Having sung over these poor sinners, a youth from the aisle, also a 
divine, said that sinners must give up their souls to Jesus. Does any 
one ask how they are to do this? We now listened with intense earnest- 
hess, assuredly gathering that the gospel would be at last proclaimed.— 
‘‘ By fixing the affection on Christ,’ was the reply! Alas! for a poor 
deluded people! ‘‘ All the power’ continued he ‘*‘ you require, is power 
enough to do nothing. Christ must do all for you ;—all the power we 
ask is that you should sing with us 

How happy are they 
Who the Saviour obey ;—”’ 
_ which he led after the usual fashion. Singing being ended, the young 
divine fell on his knees in the aisle, and repeated something the heathens 
called a prayer. 


A scene now ensued which exceedingly distressed us. Ah! Mr. Advc- 
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cate, when we reflect on the escape we have made from this Baal wo,. 
ship, how thankful ought we to be to Him who has delivered us from 
these unfruitful works of darkness. The reverend black coats, now 
busy before me, pouring in their soul-harrowing dogmas into the ears of 
the tender children on the benches; summoned up to my recollection. 
the old monks with their crucifixes, tormenting their hearers with horn. 
ble pictures of a , Without revealing a way of escape. “All you 
have to do’’ said W. F. 3 as our brother has observed, is to do noth. 
ing but come to Christ; open your hearts to him, receive him there, 
These tears will avail nothing; they are all very well in their place; by, 
feared they trusted too much to their feelings, and had an idea they cou|; 
merit the favor of God by crying. ‘Come, said he, to Christ, open 
your hearts; but never once told them how they were to come, or how 
they were to open them. We could not but aspire—tormentors! (), 
that we might be permitied to speak to these deluded people, if it were 
but five minutes; we would soon show them the way of escape from im. 
pending vengeance, by proclaiming to them a divine message—an jn. 
fallible remedy! But the law had shut our mouths in that place. Ques- 
tion. How many of the divines, and of these thirteen females, would 
have sanctioned and obeyed this proclamation ef the Holy Spirit by the 
mouth of the apostle Peter ?—Repent and be baptized every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the romission of sins. Actsii. 38. We fear 
not one. 

Do not these divines know the difference between doing something 
to procure the salvation, and doing something to enjoy it? The salvation 
was procured and consummated i800 years ago, by God in Christ Jesus. 
The gospel feast has been spread upon the Lord’s table, and has con- 
tinued spread for many, many centuries, what hand therefore can we 
have in its provision? But will the fact of a feast heing provided to our 
hands, put it into our mouths, without any enterpri-e of our own? Mast 
we not take up our knives and forks, and thus convey it to our mouths, 
according to the rules of propriety ; having received it there, must we 
not eat it, swallow, and digest it, before our bodies can enjoy the beneiit 
of the nourishment the feast supplies? And can we hope to enjoy tlie 
benefits of the gospel feast without using the means of enjoyment 
provided too? All that God requires of sinners is, to partake 
of the feast procured for them by his grace and _ mercy, by 
the means he has appointed :—having their hearts sprinkled from an ev). 
conscience by the blo: d of Christ, apprehended bv belief in his all suff- 
cient expiation of sins, by a sacrifice ofhimself; and their bodies washed 
in pure water, by immersion into the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ. They may (hen 
draw nigh unto God, in full assurance of faith, and make their requests 
known unto him. They must purify their souls by obeying the truth. 
They must believe and be baptized. In doing this, they. open their 
hearts to Christ, and come to him in the way he has pointed out. Would 
it not be a very strange thing if God should call upon men to come to 
him and not tell them the way? Say, ye divines, would not W. F. BR—— 
act very absurdly, if he should provide you a good feast of tithe pigs in 
some remote corner of the mountains, unknown to you,— bid your re- 
verences welcome to his table, press you to come on a certain day, and 
yet not tell you the town, county, state, or road thereto, where the feas! 
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of fat things, and the wines on the lees well refined, await your coming? 
And do you think God would act more absurdly than the Rey, 
w.f. B——? And yet such virtually is your declaration! You ago- 
nize the minds of the people,—you throw the females into hysterics by 
your horrific portraits,—you tell thern they will be damned in hell if 
they don’t come to God, and yet you never tell them how! O tempora, 
O mores! How are the times and manners changed ! 


Sure men have 
lost their reason, and turned to brutish beasts! 


lora Tau Kappa. 





EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


“Favor, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and from Christ 
Jesus our Lord be multiplied unto you. Paul taught me this prayer; 
and thus | must pray. Your canvas sheet is spread ; the deep is before 
you. Your barque is lading. Take nothing on board that will cause a 
tempest, and urge you to its overthrow, after the cargo is made. Jonah 
j.c. Keep your eye upon Jesus, he alone can guide. I am pleased that 
Richmond instead of Philadelphia is the theatre of your labors ; Jesus laid 
the broad fuundations of great good in the bosom of his disciples. Yoa 
are to be a custos rotulorum (keeper of the rolis,) mind how you keep 
them. My dear bro. may heaven crown your labors of love! We have 
two prosperous congregations even in this cotton growing and slave hold- 
ing State. True it is that opposition is mighty, but not 4lmighty. Truth 
will prevail. There have been as many as seven immersed here in a 
day. THE BRETHREN HERE SEEM ANXIOUS TO Live OuT Jesus.* Would 
not Bro. Thomas contribute much by shoving his pen over lessons of 
strict loyalty to God’s commands? ‘ He that heareth and doeth,” is 
compared to a “‘ wise man.”” Mat. vii. 24. 

[am much rejoiced in the Lord. 


Bro. J. C. Anderson and myself, 
just terminated a meeting of five days. Five came forward and confess- 


edthe Lord. The veil of the clerical temple is rent fiom top to bottom 
by the omnipotent hand of Almighty truth—and even in South Alabama, 
where the whistles of Sectarian winds are as fierce as in any other lati- 
tude, whether north or south, the grave of the man of sin is digging. 
The habiliment of mourning is preparing. The requiem is shortly to be 
sung— 

‘*‘ Darkness, death, and keen despair, 

Reign in eternal silence there,’”’— 


At his grave—2 Thess. ii. 
Yes ! that man of sin, who opposes and exalts bimselfabove all that is 


called God, or that is worshipped, is to be consumed with the spirit of 
the Lord’s mouth. What is the spirit of the Lor«’s mouth? Let Jesus 
answer. John vi. 63. ‘* The words that | speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.’’ Corollary : the words of Jesus are the spiritual 


*Oh ! that all the disciples would do the same. What an appalling 
front would they present to the army of the aliens, were their practices 
more conformable to that word, which liveth and abideth forever, than, 
We regret to say, they are. Then nothing could stand before us. 


Epiror. 
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instrument, by which the victory over this hellish man is to be gained, 
But another question: How, or by whom are these weapons to be used} 
If Dis. Gill, Weeley, Benson, Toplady, Henry, &c., &c., were to answer, 
they would contend that the spirit wielded these heavenly weapons. | 
- that the epint manufactured them. 2 Pet.i. 21. Read Dr. Pay! 
rthe answer: and if he answer contrary to the traditions of men, he 
mu-t be hear’. Cursed is he who avswers otherwise. See answer ip 
Eph. vi. 10,18. Here the brotherhood is commanded to use these wea. 
pons, the words of Jesus ; and no where in God s nomenclature is it said, 
that the spirit wields the words. Again: read Eph. iv. 11,16. The 
words of God as found in their proper division (and not as found scatter. 
ed up and down the earth, in the plurality of creeds, and confessions of 
faith, which are carnal instruments; and are the weapons of the man of 
sin, and the scissors which cul our peace) are the sword of the spirit, and 
are mighty through God, to the pulling down of those human instru- 
ments (creeds, &c.) which oppese themselves against Ged, and whieh 
are the strong holds of satan, J thank God that some of his children 
have put on the whole armor, and have gone furward against that old 
veteran, the devil. Yes! the spirit of investigation has burst the noctur- 
nal veil of mental night, and has fled with the rapidity of the cloven- 
tongued-lightuing, which plays over the high heaven. And as easily 
might an individual drain the Atlantic with a cocoa shell, as check this 
epirit. Itis pone. The tleeting Zephyrs may chase it, buat cannot 
overtake it. May God’s army be tacticians indeed. And as their wea- 
pons are different from that op ponent of God, may their fruit be different 
The works of the one, are named by Paul in Gal. v. 20; and they who 
are guilty of such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God ; predesti- 
nation to the contrary notwithstanding. ‘The fruit developed in the true 
disciple, are ‘love, joy, peace, long suffering, gent'eness, goodness, fideli. 
ty, meekness, temperance, against such there is no law.’ The disciples 
are to be known by their fruit. Then, my dear brother, let our charac- 
ter stand not only in the spirit, (word,) butin the fruit of that spirit 
In hope, J. A Burver.” 
Carlowsville, Ala. 
**] have seen the first number of your periodical, with which I was 
pretty well pleased, though | thought ita little too highly seasoned; 
ut, perhaps, circumstances require it, the people must be roused in some 
way. Having had a slight personal acquaintance with you in Philavel 
phia and having read your review of the Catholic controversy, it has 
given full confidence in your ability to conduct the work you have un- 
dertaken, and I am proud to think, that the views for which we plead, 
have got such root in Eastern Virginia, as really require such a work as 
yours; and I cannot but feel as well as hope, it will be supported. [ 
think, that our congregation at least, will do its part. er 





Jetersville, Amelia, Va. 


‘Send me five copies of the Apostolic Advocate. The people here, 
however, are very reluctant about taking such publications, partly on 
aceount of the orthodox sounding the alarm against them, and partly 
from a backwardness to believe that they are better than what they have 
been accustumed to. ] earnestly request you to be on your guard against 
any harsh or acrimonious language, or vain and light expressions \ 
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your Advocate, that it may have a two-fold claim on our fellow-men 
Badeavor likewise to cover the whole grouw! of departure from the 
Apostolic doctrine and practice, and als» attack and de.nolish the strong 
nolds of the Orthodox ductriugs and practices, which are nut Apostolic, 
Edensburg, Pa. E. D.” 


“The time is at hand. Lay on and spire not. No compro-nise with 
sin or error, Whether found auung the disciples or tie Soctarian and In- 


fidel world. A Voice FRoM Virginia.” 


“The cause of reform is gaining ground rapidly in this country. Rea 
pectable congregations are rising ap in ditferent pacts, based upon the 
fyundation of the Apostles. Muay of tie Scctarian establishments are 
trembling to their very centre. da tiis plice, where tie reformation 
has been preacie!, but little more tain one your, wo iive a congrega- 
tion of one hundred. May the Lord coutinue to prosper the good work! 

Ciezro, Onond. N.Y. L. Josiin.” 


‘Tn my last, | wrote you about some transactions which had taken 
place in the First Baptist Cuurch, and gave you some of the remarks, 
saidto have been made by Vir. Brovddas or his colleague in a charch 
meeting. ‘The matter, as [ related it, was reported to me by a member 
ofthat church, who opposed the proceedings, and debated the matter, 
with those who attempted (and lave succeeded) to mik: such au extra- 


ordinary change. [| have since beea informed, that the expressions 


unputed to these gentiemen, in rezard to \bro. Campbell, were not ex- 
actly correct as to the letter, Toey declared that, although they read 
Mr. C.’s. publications, they conld not believe that the gospel had been 
hid for 1800 years, and had jist now burst forth, froin Bethany—or 
words to that effect. Since | wrote, Mr. Findlay has opened an opposi- 
tion stand. An individual (of the world) as, 1 learn, rented and fitted 
up asmall chapel, recently occupied by the Methodists, and lias declar- 
ed that Mr. Findlay shall not be put down! tle commenced preaching 
inthe house about twu wees siuce. A few of his uid members have 
joined him others of them have kept aluoftrum any other church, some 
adhere to the round house, and soe have united with us, and several 
others attend our meeting very regularly, and will, | think, unite with 
usafierawhile. In his first sermon, Mr. F. said, he supposed some 
would ask, if the house was not to be consecrated? But he would an- 
swer, that he was not going to preach any other gospel than that he had 
preached for many years; and that the thouse had been consecrated by 
the conversion of hundreds in it to the gospel! Many of his old members 
were present, who had so frequently heard him sneer at such conversions 
as his Methodist friends make. Sume of them were disgusted at his 
remarks, but Mr. F. had his eye un the number of that sect who were 
present, and no doubt, thought it his policy tu flatter them thus !! 


“ We are getting on very comfurtably here, and a most excellent spirit 
prevails in the church. 8. 8.” 


Baltimore, Ma. 


“'T have made a third visit to the First Church in Baltimore. Baptia- 
edeight. | kuow of ao church that has stronger claims upon our minie 
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try. Itis true, there are some things among them that hinder their joys 
somewhat—but they are matters much less difficult than we imaging 
when we hear of them all the distance to Virginia. As tothe meeting 
house being sold into the hands of the Catholics, there is no ground {,; 
such a notion. The property is in the hands ofa Brother, whio is dis. 
posed to afford every facility reasonable, for the payment of the debt dug 
upon it.” W. F. Broappvs. 
From the R. Herald. 


The First Baptist Church of Baltimore has been purged of its old sing. 
by nearly all of its intelligent members coming out from it, and obeying 
the truth through sanctification of the spint. The tares, with a few 
grains of wheat, yet remaining, are garnered in the rotunda; while the 
pure grain is commingled with the seed of Clirist— the disciples.—Epiron 


* Dear Bro. B.—Having seen three numbers of the Apost»lic Advyo- 
cate, | confess I feel highly gratified in seeing so able an advocate for 
the truth. [ was at a protracted meeting in Goochland County |ast 
week, Bro. Taylor was there, I heard him exhort sinners to believe on 
and confess the Lord Jesus. 1 had almost been persuaded that he was a 
reformer. 1 do hcpe Bro. Thomas will drive more of the proclaimers 
into reformation; for | think, if the best of the orthodox wereto preach 
as thev formerly did, their ignorance would be so manifest, that they 
would scarcely be listened to. Their only alternate left, is to please 
the people with some new thing in religion for making proselytes; their 
mourning benches are almost worn out, and that is not the worst of it, 
for some of their converts want converting again already, and I think, 
the mourning bench will not answer their purpose any more. We are 
blessed with an attentive and respectable congregation, some of whom 
are occasionally bowing to the yoke of our biessed Jesus. 1 do wish and 
I have no hesitation in saying, that if Bro. T. were to pay usa visit, 
much good might be done in the name of the chill Jesus. Elder Bro. 
T. Campbell has prepared the way. ee Pe 

Louisa, Va. 


** My Dear Friend,—I take the present opportunity of expressing my 
regret at not having heard from you since my departure. I hope you 
are in good health. It is ray painful duty to confirm now, what before | 
only apprehended respecting the system of religion which your churches 
hold. I cannot but consider it another awful forgery on the gospel of 
my God; and would to God your eyes were by /is power opened, ere 
this, to see your own depravity, and the sufficiéncy of his work. Were 
the books I lent you. not in your possession, but more particularly, were 
not the Bible in your hands, | would enlarge more fully on the great 
truth. ButlTam fully persuaded if THe Book be not instrumental in 
making you know the true and the living God “ whom to know is life 
everlasting,”’ no exertion of mine would avail. Believe me, my dear 
friend, ever to remain with the best wishes for your welfare, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. W. W. Sreics.” 


REPLY. 
My Dear Friend,—When I took leave of you in Philadelphia, the 
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engagement was on your part, to write tome on your arrival at Cin- 
cinnali. 1 have but just returned from a tour of about two hundred 
miles, through some of the lower counties of Virginia, and, therefore, | 
am but very recently acquainted with your arrival in thatcity. Were it 
not forthe Evangelist and a letter from ro. Johnson, of Kentucky, I 
should have remained entirely ignorant of your proceedings, and quite at 
a loss to divine the meaning of your epistie. Though brief, it contains 
much in little. It imputes to me, and my worthy colleagues, a crime 
of the deepest dye—that of counterfeiling the Gospel! No—i mistake. 
You do not charge us with forging Tae Gosp'L, but with committing 
an awful forgery on the gospel of your God. ‘This certainly alters the 
case, and dilutes the crime to a mere peccadillo ; for, it is clear to me, 
my dear friend, that, ‘‘ your God,’’ isa very different God from the 
Father whom the son revealed hy the Holy Spirit. The gospel of your 
God is certain'y not the gospel of Jesus Christ ; if it is, then hereafter call 
fully wisdom, cruelty mercy, and iniquity justice. The God you wor- 
ship must be the unknown God of Athens, a metaphysical abstraction, 
who requires no obedience, no fealty, no worship ; it cannot be, he who 
was revealed inthe face of the Anointed Jesus. | do not wonder at 
your mistaking the true God, considering, like myself once, you are but 
just come from the great Protestant Babel There, asin this country, 
every sect hasa God of its own. Every version, or ideal representation 
of God, which does not accord with the Divine character, as exhibited 
in the Sacred Writings, is as much a false God, as the stocks and stones 
of Greece and Rome. Some look at God through colored microscopes, 
others through magnifying glasses ; hence, one penetrates into his secret 
decrees, and sees a certain favored few fore-ordained from all eternity 
to salvation come what will, while others include all, both just and un- 
just, in the final restoration; while a third party, who take the book you 
*) strongly and justly recommend, see a just God and a Saviour, par- 
doning iniquity, trausgression and sin, and clearing the guilty only by 
active obedience toh sSon. Now, here are three distinct images of God ; 
the one an idol requiring no obedience, and both partial and unjust; the 
second, an idol pleased with licentious worshippers; but the third and 
‘rue image, full of justice to himself, and merciful and philanthropie 
towards our species. Jesus of Nazareth was the exact representation of 
his character; and if you want to know what God requires, you must 
go to Jesus. He says ‘if ye love me keep my commandments’’—* ye 
are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you’ —and “ ifa man 
say he knows God, and keeps not his commandments, he isa liar, and 
the truth is not in him.” Obedience is the very essence of rue Gospen, 
but the gospel of your God requires no obedience for pardon. Your God 
speaks to men as automatons—mere machines;—the true God regards 
luem as active and responsible agents. 

lam astonished that a man of your naturally good parts cannot dis-. 
cern between an unconditiona! procurement, and a conditional enjoyment, 
you recollect we debated this at some length at Brother Brindley’s, 
Philadelphia. Was it the merit of the poor, the maimed, the lame, and 
the blind that procured the great supper made by acertain man for his 
rich friends? Ifthe procurement was unconditional, could they have 
enjoyed it unconditionally? Assuredly not. They could only enjoy the 
supper a condition of accepting the invitation, going to the house of 
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entertainment, laying hold of the viands, masticating and swa!lowins 
them. 5o with the gospel feast of Jesus Christ; it is a free gift to al! the 
human family, and every man and woman tmay enjoy it on condition of 
accepting it, and going to the place where itis prepared ; and those wh 
will neither listen nor go, will never partake of his divine repast. Luke 
xiv. 17. Belief, repentance, confession and baptism, or no remission in 
this world or the next, if the word of God means what it says; which | 
verily believe it dues. My dear friend, you will excuse ny plainness of 
speech, but theve is neither reason, scripture, nor common sense in you 
theological abstraction. The gospel of your God may do fur a ry phan. 
toms; but not fur men, compounded of bodies, souls and spirits. Dis. 
embodied ghosts may chant the glories ofan abstract: pardon on the 
Stygian Lake; but men will make the heavenly arches ring with thei 
plaudits, to Him who redeemed them by his grace througi: obedience to 
his Son. 

I rejoice to confess that my eyes have been opened by the word, whic 
isthe power cf Gedto the salvation of them that believe, to ‘see my 
depravily, and the suffici ncy of his work ;” as well as the fallacy of your 
explanation thereof. The word has shown me that | am saved fiom my 
ains, ‘not by works of righteousness that } have dune, but by God's 
mercy ; by the washing «f regeneration’? (baptism) ‘and the word? (or 
truth made by the Ho y Spirit.) ‘* Ye have purified your souls by ozey- 
ING the truth,” says the Apostle Peter. All of whieh implies coudempa- 
tion and impurity in those who have not, and do not obey the truth. | 
have obeyed the truth, and do c n'inue to obey it; and therefore, | 
know that | am “purged from my old sins." | am perfectly convinced 
that 1 was depraved—the gospel found meso. It has, however, restcr: 
ed me so far to right reason, that instead of seeking the honor that comes 
fsom men, | am ambitious only of that whieh comes from God ; [used to 
be very sensitive of the opinions of men, but now, | rejoice to say, the 
truth has made me free indeed ; | can look any man in the face, and te! 
him the truth without regard to his will or pleasure. You may call th 
self-righteous boasting. Well, it may be esteemed by the gospel of your 
God, which teaches its converts to fancy themselves the special fivoriles 
of heaven, the shibboleth of which, is an utter disclaimer of all good works, 
and salvation by aa unconditional faith alone, the sablime nothingness 
of which isa shadowy “ hope, that | am a Christian.’ But the guspel of 
Jesus Clirist leaves not the christian in the regions of doubt and incerti- 
tude ; a christian man, is as certain of his identity, as a foreigner thst 
has been naturalized, is of his being an American Citizen, after having 
obeyed the law. ‘Se cliristians, my dear friend, are denounced asa 
very arrogant class of people by the world, the flesh, and the devil; that 
ia, by infidels and sectarics. Wesmile at their scorns, and pity thet 
ignorance ; fur we discover that they are most ready to charge us wilh 
forgeries on the gospels of their Gods, who. know least about the charac: 
ter of the true. Take care you do not expose yourself ‘o the wrath of 
him who comes to take vengeance on them who know not God, as Jesu 
has revealed in him. 

What asingular notion i this of yours :—that all the elect were un- 
eenditionally bap'ized, crucified and pardoned, when the body of Jesu! 
was put to death on the cross; and therefore, no acts or works, as yub 
term them, are necessary fur the enjoyment of blessings consequent of 
eis cufforings! tis a bad rule that will only work one way—let us ly 
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it in the case of Abraham and the nation of Israel. All the twelve tribes 
were inthe loins of Abraham, forthrough hin the tribe of Levi, yet 
unborn, paid tithes to Melchisedec. Abraiam was circumcised ; the twelve 
tribes were in his loins, therefore, all the Jews were circumcised in him 
—in inference ; then there was no occasion for the p-ople of !srael to 
circumcise themselves, as God cam nand-d: they hal only to believe 
that they were circumcised in Abraham, and they would enjoy all the 
promises, unconditionally—without works. Bat God ordained that no 
uncircumcised person should enter the congregation. No obedience, 
therefore, no Canaan, no land flowing with milk and honey. So now, 
no repentance, no confession, no baptisin—no admission into the king- 
dom of heaven now, or in the age to come. 

[ thank you for the solicitudes you manifest for my spiritual welfare. I 
cannot but reciprocate your good wishes, by praying that your eyes may 
be opened, and that the hghtoftrutthmty siine into your understand- 
ing, and dispel those dark clouds of aostractioas, that render you imper- 
vious to reason, sound argument, and Gompnow sense, in relation to the 
gospel of Christ. The only wiy for tris to be accomplised is by cease 
ing to dogmatise ; and proceeding for the first time in your life to study 
the scriptures, with the humility and dochty ofa littl: evild. Add to 
your faith knowledge.’ Tie books siill be attended to—and that you 
may vet become an Apollos, is the sincere desire of your old acquaintance 
and well wisher, 

Richmond, Va. 
To W. W. Sleigh, M. D. 

P.S —The applause of God is to be preferred to the approbation of 
all the apostate sects in Christendom. Sectarians have commended you 
—beware of their praise, which comes trum their father, the devil. 


- —— 


Tue Epiror. 


DOWNFALL OF A THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Inthe Religious Herald of Jane 270, we find the following lament 
over a College, with which Dr. Novl opp-ars to bo connected, at 
Georgetown, Ky. The Editor of the R. It. has selected it from the 
Bpt. Rept. ; itis the first we have heard of the surrender of this strong 
hold of orthodoxy; the fact, however, having been gazetted in the 
semi-ollicial organs of the “‘ininistry.”’ Lous prblishing their own defeat, 
we cannot withhold our credence. ‘Tae **:word of the Lord” is quick 
and powferful, and if courageously wielded, the soldiers of the faith will 
ultimately carry all these bastiles of the human mind, and put all their 
diabolonian garrisons to fliglit. Urethren! let us persevere, Babylon 
must fall at Jast. 

“We learn with regret,” says the Editor, “from the Cross and Jour- 
wal, that the Georgetown C llege has fiilen substantially into the hands of 
the followers of 4. Camphill. It seems to have sunk from the character 
of a College to w Elussicul School {t is intimated as probable, that a 
Prosecution may be commenced to compel Kev. De. Noel to convey 
the Pauling fund, of which he is the trustee, to the Treasurer of the in- 
Sitution. This fund! was given expressly to-support ministerial educa- 
tion among the regular Vaptisis;.and the requisition of the trustees 
to plaice it at their discretion, must be, in our opinion, grossly unjust. 
From the same source, it appears that the large and respectable church 
in Bloomfield, Ky where the lamented Clark so successfully labored, has 
eeen for some time distracted by Ca:mpbellism, and has lately witnessed 
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the withdrawel of 60 of its mem bers, affected by this errror, out of 406. 
Itis, however, understood that the Kentucky churches genera! lly have 
nearly got ridof this evil: and a season of union and effort, and conse. 
quent prosperity may confidently be anticipated ”’ 

Ifit be true indeed, we are sorry to hear, that there any “‘followers 
of A. Campbell” in a tucky or elsewhere. That there do exist gs 
persons, we have no doubt, but we trust that none of the disc iples, nick. 
named Campbellites by the adversary, will ever deserve that oppr brium 
When our dearly beloved and highly esteemed Bro. C ‘ampbell | rt 
Philadelphia, on his return to Bethany, there were many of the sec 
ans, both Baptistand Padohaptist, who regretted his departure and we; 
anxiously solicitous for his permanent location among them ; and obs: 
ed, thatif he should stay thereand form “a church” and be the pastor of it, 
they would join him. These persons were informed, by some of tie 
disciples, that there was already a congregation of christians, based upon 
the principles he advoca‘ed in common with others. That, however, 
was not their object, they did not want to join the church of Christ, so 
as to keep his ordinances, and to walk in the light of his precepts ; that 
was too apostolic and self-denying an ordinance for them; they want- 
ed their ears tickled and their fancies pleased ; the teac hing of the Holy 
Spirit, in the words of the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles, had no 
charms for them; it was the eloquence and mental feast of a master- 
mind they sought; they were not the seekers after Christ; they were 
the “followers of A. Campbell;’’ Campbellites indeed, in whom was 
much guile. Werejoice to know, that the disciples who love the truth, 
love the Messiah too well to obey any voice but his; and we also know, 
that Bro. C. is foremost to renounce the mastership of any disciples 
whatever, he feels reproached at any such imputation Sectarians, how- 
ever, like idolators, cannot conceive of a society existing, without some 
visible leader or representative of God; and how a learned, eloquent 
and talented man, more celebrated than any of their priests or rabbies, 
can belong to a brotherhood of ordinary men, and not be a demignd 
among them, is asinconceivable to them, as the existence of the king- 
dom of Christ, without clergy or theological schools; yet such isthe 
simple fact. We love Brother Campbell, net because of his reputation 
in the world of letters, but because he is a disciple—and, although compe- 
tent to teach the whole hierarchy of priests under “the truly American 
Dispensation,” as it is styled by the orthodox; ; we esteem hirn for the 
humility, docility, and philanthropy he displays; which consist prom 
nently in his enduring the contumely, and desp‘sing the opprobrium of 
the gods of the people, for their tempcral and eternal ermancipa- 
tion from the power, thraldom, and dominion of sin, the world, and the 
clergy. 

We are glad to find that the Georgetown College has been reduced 
to a legitimate purpose, and by expelling theological quackery from its 
cluisters, has been converted into a wholesome seat of usefial education. 
Let the minds of the Kentucky youth, naturally intelligent, be well cul- 
tivated by the improving study of the arts and natural sciences, and 
when the true gospel shall address their understandings, and they shall 
be converted, they will make useful and etticient advocates of the cause 
of the Redeemer. The superadded knowledge of Divinely revealed truth, 
to their acquisitions already obtained, will open their minds to a glimpse 
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of the Divine perfections, developed in the works of nature and of grace ; 
in other words, they will discover that God never contradicts in his 
word, what he has established in his works ; and thus, in proclaiming 
to an apostate world, God's gracious interposition in behalf of men, they 
will imitate him, who spake and taught as never man befure him, by de- 
ducing illustrations from the works of God. And herein appears one 
of the benefits to be derived from the complete resuscitation of Apostolic 
Christianity in theory and practice ;—it will so leaven society, as to de- 
prive the ‘schools of the Prophets” as they are adsurdly enough called, of 
the means of support, so that they will necessarily ‘‘sink from colleges to 
classical schools’’—the real diiference being, a differ-nce in name, and the 
exclusion of theological dreamers; so that they shall no lo: ger pervert 
ive students by their anti-christian fables. 

Judging from facts, it would appear, thatthe ‘ lamented Clark's labors ’ 
did not take very deep root in “ihe respectable Church at Bloomfield.” 
Had tro. Clark sown the good seed of the word of God in the hearts of 

< hearers, they would not now be suffering, ‘‘distracled by Campbellism,” 
rany other man’sism. The scriptures are pat into our hands, that 
we may be “‘no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
ccery wind of doctrine, by the slight of men, and cunnin; crafiiness, wherely 
ley liein wait to deceive, (Eph. iv. 14;) and, we would predict, al- 
tuough we pretend to be no prophet, yet judging trom the experiment of 
past ages, we do not doubt but wherever we shail sueceed in getting a 
fir and candid hearing, we shall succeed in drawing some good 
nuober of the people otf from the platforms of the Clarks, the Broad- 
dusses, and the Eli Balls, to the rightful sovereignty of Immanuel, and 
tothe infallible teaching of his Great Apostles. The faith of the peoe 
ple, instead of being built ona full and fair exhibition of the testimony 
of the Prophets and Apostles concerning Jusus of Nazareth, rests upon 
(he sermovical exhibitions of scripture scraps, which the clergy have 
the presumption to call “God’s word,’ —for, who has not heard them, 
at the end of a sermon, containing no more scripture than the text, and 
may be composed of more fabulous tales about revivals than any thing 
else,—when they have shut the book, or fulded up their discourse, and 
pulit into their pockets, from whence, sometimes, they also take their 
prayers,—pray God ‘‘to bless his word? We have ourselves often wit- 
nessed the custom both on this and the other side of the Atlantic. Me- 
‘unks it would have been a contemptible sight to have seen the Apos- 
es, when they went into a crowded market, or appeared betore the 
wreopigus of a pagan city, to have gravely and deliberately drawn 
wrth first their prayers, and then their psalmody, and lastly, a 
written discourse to be read, in the audience of the idolators upon a 
lext of the Jewish Scriptures, or concerning a message they were ordered 
0 bring them. Would not the heathens have scorned the imbecility 
and apostleship of such message carriers? and yet, such is the practice 
of numbers of those who now claim sueccessorship to the Apostles! No 
wonder that the distractions deprecatec by “religious editors,” should 
arise among ‘‘churches’’ formed upon such sandy practices as these. The 
sooner they are broken up the better, for the honor of the religion of 
Christ. Epiror. 





THE CHURCH IN PORTUGAL. 
They shall hate the Harlot, and make her desolate and naked; and 
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they (the kings cf Europe,) sha}! eat her flesh and burn her with fire-— 
Joun s Apocat. ; 

This is being verifiedin the case of ‘‘the church” in the kingdom of 
Portugal; one of the mest superstitious, besotted, and benighted of th. 
kingdo.: sof Europe. We learn by the public journals, thata notorious 
vagabond, well knuwn in London, the sietropolis of the Protestant fs. 
bylonish Empire, among the gin shops, named Padre Marcus (Path, 
Mark) has been promoted by that pious returmer Don lcdro, to tig 
Archiepiscop:] See of Lacedemonia, which aiakes him Vicar General 
Lisbon. This constitutes hin the lead of ecclesiastical reformation 
Portugal. Dirty men fordiny work. A reformation, which cont 
plates the reclamation uf society from the traditions of religions |; 
ters, to the purity, and noblemindedness of Apostolic teaching, 
christian behaviour, is an vl ject worthy the most strenuous and seit-ce;, 
mg Jaborsot the most honcrable and eralted characiers. buta ‘refiry 
which contemplates the destruction «fone tyranny, and the subst 
Of another in lieu thereof, is a work fit ouly fur the legalized rouvers 
ard butchers cf mankind. Such are the agents of “re formation’ 
Portugal and other countries. The Protestantand Roman babylon iy 
drunk with the blood of the miartyts of Jusus, and to its ralers, 
transformed ministers of satan’? are to be altributed, that hatred whi) 
CXists to Christianity, even in ats mildest Sectarian form.  lynorance 
is the parent of supersiition, and the grandam of infidelity and 
Atheisin ; and these two monstrous abortions, oftentimes destroy tie 
mother who bore them. Portugal exhibits another instance of this; 
and it requires but Jitile sagacity to foresee, that the ignorance of the 
people, in this country, of the word of God, and the clerical absurdities 
trumpeted from the “sacred desks’ every “Sabbath day,’ will so crowd 
the ranks of infidelity, that at no distant period, the people will recoil 
upon their teachers, and sweep from the theatre of action, the while 
Sectarian fabric. Hence we beheve, that infidelity and atheism, will 
perform the awful tragedy of destroying the man of sin, and all lis anu. 
christian dependencies, with fire aud sword. ‘Phe most numerous vic 
tims of Don Pedro's wrath are the clergy, who crowd the prisons of his 
unhappy country. His government has declared a war of extermination 
against them, in the hope of obtaining their property, and its ageuls are 
enriched in proportion as they are dimimshed. Generally, these clergy- 
men are kept in confinement til) their health declines, and then they are 
sent to the infirmary, out of which, few escape with their lives. “All 
convents are 'o be abuiisiied, therefure, the fewer the complainants, Ue 
easier will be the transfer. ‘Those who expect to have the largest share 
in spuils even yet are not satisfied, and complain that this matter goes 00 
@owly. The Carmen church bas already been stripped of all i's plate. 
‘The friars of this convent, St. Dominic, and the Paulistas, have received 
orders to quit. All is to go to the melting pot, or tu be applied to tue 
London jobs.”’ ; 


By a late arrival, we learn that the Pope is at his old work of excom- 
mur icating Kings, governments, and peuple. Papal excommunication 
isthe “censure and expulsion” of Dr. Brautly and tie associations of 
Presbyters and churches on a grander scale, differing ouly in this, thet 
the Rev. Pope Pius ceasures and expels the kings, nubles and nations of 
the earth from Ais “church; whereas the Rev. Dr. Brantly and lus {i 
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wemity. censure and expel “Kings and Priests unto God" from theirs. 
His holiness (not of lover or Philadelphia,) but of Rome, has excownmu- 
nicated Don Pedro, his ministers, and ‘‘in short, all the friends of the 
Queen's cause. it is stated from Lisbon, that if this excommunication 
be not withdrawn, the government has notified the court of Rome, that 
they will consider it their duty, not only to stop te annual revenue 
(10,0004. ) which Portugal pays, but take into serious consideration the pro- 
iety of ceasing all connexion with u.” Now let the reader recur to the 
ge at the head of this article, and to our exposition uf Revelation 
svii. in former numbers, under the caption, The Kingdoms of Europe, 
and say, if the Apostle John’s prediction is not verifying in the case of 
Portugal at least. Here, then, is an additiona! evidence of the truth of 
those writings that contain the prophecy; and one which ought to 
strengthen our faith in the promises of God, that whatsoever is written 
must be fulfi'led. 

Since writing the above, intelligence has arrived that Dons Miguel 
and Carlos, the lay leaders of the orthudox and anti-reform fa tions in 
Spain and Portugal, have been captured and are now in the custody of 
France and England. We are not to suppose, however, that affairs will 
now subside into tranquility. Bloodshed may cease fora time, but war 
will continue against the clergy and their religion and property, until 
their tyranny and order shall have been utterly abolished. Indeed, by 
this morning's arrival, we observe that the government of Donna Maria 
have decreed, that friars and monks of every description shall be abolished, 
their property confiscated, and all the monastic revenues applied to the uses of 
the State. Alas for the clergy of all countries, their hour is at hand ! 
The first controversy was at the altar, the last strife will be settled there. 
Abel was the first martyr, Antichrist will be the last criminal. The 


sooner his fall the better for the human family ! Evitor. 
July 23, 1834, 





